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In this newsletter and in the wider 
‘Community Street’ project we divide the 
Westway Trust estate and adjacent areas 
into five distinct character areas. These 
character areas were first used in the 
‘Westway Urban Design Strategy’ (Fluid, 
2019).

 These character areas provide a useful 
way of understanding the character of the 
Westway Trust estate. Uses and activities 
cluster along the Westway in quite particular 
ways and character changes in relation 
to the varying overarching structure, 
neighbouring buildings & spaces, history 
and adjacent communities. Whilst trying 
to enhance the connectedness of the 
estate as a whole it is also important to 
acknowledge and maintain this difference.
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Skating @ Bay Sixty6
 — every day

First Friday of the month: Girls Night, 
Last Friday of the month: Old Man Night.

The objective of the project is to bring 
together what is currently a series of 
disjointed spaces, to create a cohesive and 
unified place and preserve & enhance the 
character and identity of each area. 

The main components of the Community 
Street, as specified in the project brief, are:

- Clean Air
- Placemaking
- Eyes on the street
- Art in space
- Creative re-use
- Movement

The Westway Trust has secured funding 
from the Greater London Authority’s  
Good Growth Fund to make significant 
improvements to its estate through a 
project called Community Street. The 
project encompasses the whole Westway 
estate from Westway Community 
Transport on Acklam Road to Stable Way, 
and will include improvements to lighting, 
additional greening, tackling poor air 
quality and improving a number of the 
Trust’s buildings. 

The Community Street project emerged 
from the recognition that local people 
find some of the spaces underneath The 
Westway flyover unwelcoming, unsafe, 
heavily polluted, and difficult to navigate. 

Glue @ The Tabernacle
— every day 

except weekends

GLUE is a social arts programme based 
at The Tabernacle W11, providing free 
workshops for young people aged 5-16. 
Utilising the arts to encourage young 
people to #StickTogether, GLUE aims to 
inspire and connect emerging creatives.

Live Music @ 58
— every saturday

“Come down for last orders and 
expect the usual… a large range of drinks 
including @portobellbrewing craft beers, 
international street food and live music 
provided by @hotvox. Open Saturday, 
from 11 am, and Sunday’s, from midday, 
until late at 4 – 5 Acklam Road, W10 5TY 
(Off Portobello Road)”

A key part of our role is to work with 
the community and the Trust to identify 
how best to spend the project’s relatively 
modest budget of £2.6m on the 23-acre 
estate and set out a spatial and temporal 
strategy that responds diligently to these 
six themes.
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The County of London Plan (London 
County Council, 1943) proposed a radial 
series of roads through and around 
London to ease and enhance traffic flow, 
building on ideas of tree-lined ‘parkways’ 
designed to ease traffic pressure on the 
city. These ambitious plans were not 
realised, but regained traction in the 
late 1950s and 1960s as car ownership 
boomed and planners increasingly looked 
to comprehensive engineering solutions to 
manage and improve traffic flow in urban 
areas. In 1966 the Greater London Council 
began publishing a phased scheme of new 
roads called the London Ringways, which 
borrowed heavily from the 1943 plan but 
modified to take the form of multi-level 
roadways segregating vehicular traffic 
from the rest of the city.

The Westway was the first built example 
of this scheme, alongside the East Cross 
Route built through Poplar and Hackney 
Wick to the east of the city. Compulsory 
purchases to enable the project had begun 
in 1962 and construction work carried on 
until 1970. The new road travelled through 
an area that had largely grown up as a mixed 
suburb in the nineteenth century, and its 
construction necessitated a large number 

of compulsory purchases and demolitions, 
displacing an estimated 3,500 people and 
causing a significant, lasting scar in the city. 

During construction, popular and 
expert opinion was turning against the 
‘comprehensive’ form of planning that led  
to projects like the Westway and the very  
principle of segregated raised carriage 
ways. In 1969, in the wake of the 
damage caused to local communities by 
schemes like the Westway, the principle  
of community participation was built in to  
the English planning system by the 
Skeffington report (1969). This turning tide 
meant that the London Ringways were 
never fully completed.

At a local level, and reflecting this 
change in spirit, significant community 
and grassroots activism had taken place 
to appropriate housing (e.g at Frestonia), 
oppose the road, and ultimately to make 
use of the space below the road and repair 
the damage to the city the road had caused. 
This led in 1971 to the formation of the 
North Kensington Amenity Trust (now the 
Westway Trust) to act as custodian of the 
land below the Westway for community use. 

Local activism in relation to the Westway 
has caused an extraordinary flowering of 
cultural, community and social activity in 
the wider area, and community use of the 
‘below the flyover’ land made it, ironically, 
a significant hub for community, social, 
cultural and economic activity - at first 
informal in the form of (for example) music 
festivals and adventure play, and then 
increasingly formalised though often with 
a rebellious, alternative and grassroots-led 
character - which remains today.

The       presence  of a raised  carriageway 
in this part of North Kensington remains 
highly contentious and the Westway is an 
acknowledged source of unacceptable 
levels of pollution and traffic noise. But 
the actions of multiple and diverse agents 
below the Westway for the past 50 years, 
in various manifestations and often subject 
to argument and contest, have also made 
it a significant place in its own right, vital, 
loved, contested and urban.
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Photos: Alan ‘Capitan’ Thornhill 



7westway community street — newspaper
issue 01
feb.22

Matthew Phillip, executive director 
Notting Hill Carnival and manager of the 
Mangrove Steel Band, recounts learning 
how to weld steel pan stands at the Carnival 
Industrial Project (CIP) under the Westway. 
Situated where Bay20 is now, the CIP was 

a training programme in the 80s that 
taught young people skills related 

to carnival, from making floats to 
costumes. Steel pan instrument 
makers are currently in short 
supply in the UK and Matthew 
calls for “a space that allows 
thedevelopment of people 
wanting to learn how to make 
the instruments... especially 
where we are—in the heart of  
the area where carnival started”. 

In 1973 Carnival was, in an act of protest, 
called ‘Mas in the Ghetto’ to highlight 
poor living conditions in the Borough  and 
high numbers of imprisoned black youths. 
Until this year the route of Carnival had 
not been formally co-ordinated, with steel 
bands often clashing with buses. With the 
assistance of Anthony Perry who was the 
Director of the Westway (North Kensington 
Amenity) Trust at the time, Leslie Palmer 
was able to officially organise Carnival. 
In our interview Matthew highlighted the 
importance of the role of the spaces under 
the Westway that year as:

”without the North Kensington Amenity 
Trust and Anthony Perry’s support carnival 
may not have happened that year...who 
knows if we would still have carnival today”. 

Speaking of other ways the local 
community can gather outside of Carnival, 
Matthew calls for a community space that 
is a “blank canvas”. Matthew believes 
that this blank canvas approach allows 
adaptation and “As things change and 
people’s needs become different, the 
space then can become easier to change”.    

Crowds gather along the Westway at Carnival in 1973, Photo: Alan ‘Capitan’ Thornhill 
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The Dominican Brothers steel band parades through the streets, Photo: Alan ‘Capitan’ Thornhill 

Beneath the Westway flyover was Bay 57, a steel band founded in 1974, Photo: Vernon St Hilaire 
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Meanwhile Gardens 
Family Stage

Love TKO Sound System

Westbourne Park 
Station

Ladbroke Grove
Station

Saxon Sound System

Subterania

Red Bull Stage
Acklam Village

Virgo International 
Sound System

THE WESTWAY

Gladdy Wax's
Roadshow Sound System

The Flyover

Sir Lloyd Sound System

Channel One Sound System

People's Sound System

The Tabernacle

Powis Stage

Rampage Sound System

King Tubby's 
Sound System

Horniman Stage

Aba Shanti-I

GT Flex Sound System
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Joe who runs Maxilla Social Club 
alongside his family recalls how the 
change in ownership of the club resulted 
in an affordable community focussed 
venue under the Westway. The first act 
Joe and his father undertook was to get 
rid of the private membership policy which 
segregated many locals from joining the 
club. Joe stands by this to this day and 
the club still "keeps prices low so that the 
community can afford it". 

It was a private members club  
for a select few whereas now it’s for 
everyone in the area

Joe recalls how “the council knocked 
our house down... our street was where 
the football pitch is now”. Looking at 
the Westway now, Joe hopes that the 
Westway continues to be a space for the 
local community that is affordable and is 
able to sustain and support local culture. 
The Maxilla Social Club sponsors local 
musicians including two Brazilian bands, 
two steel bands and the Portobello choir, 
allowing them space to both practice  
and perform. 

© Orlando Gili
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Q: Can you give us a brief history 
of Rise Kids CIO, and why it 

was founded?
Nicia: “Rise Kids was 

formed following the 
tragic Grenfell Tower fire 
in 2017. In 2018 I was the 
Vice Chair of Lancaster 

West Residents’ Association 
with Jamal Williams, then chaired 

by Jacquerie Haynes. A lot of 
residents had been displaced in 
hotels and left on the Lancaster 
West Estate. Half term was 
coming up in October and I was 
worried about the children and 
where they would go. Instead of 
children playing on the walkways 
and hotel corridors, I wanted to 
create a safe place where parents 
wouldn’t have to pay an arm and 
a leg to third parties to leave their 
children in childcare during such 
horrific times.

Me and my Residents 
Association members took to 

creating a safe space for children with 
the help of James Caspell from the 
W11 Housing Management Team. 
Jacquerie Haynes understood my 

dream and brought Nick Hurd from 
Downing Street to see the kids play. I then 

branched off from the 
Residents Association 
in 2020 to become an 
independent CIO, with 
a panel of great Trustees 
who help to steer Rise 
in the right direction. 
All Trustees are local 
residents and we hope 
that Rise Kids can remain 
independent and have 

the opportunity to serve children from 
the Notting Dale and North Kensington 
Community forever.”

Q: How does your organisation support 
young people?

Nicia: Rise Kids supports young people 
by providing a safe space for children aged 
7-16 after school and during half terms. We 
provide the unique service of collecting 
children from the school gate at 3.30pm 
and providing them with a hot meal for 
dinner with the help of The Felix Project 
and great help from Felix Project board 
member Michael Millership. During half 

Eunicia Harding is the Founder and 
Director of Rise Kids CIO, an organisation 
that she set up in response to the 2017 
Grenfell Tower fire to provide after school 
provision and support to children who were 
affected by the fire. We met Nicia at one of 
the Community Street Co-Design events, 
where she spoke passionately about the 
need for local community spaces and 
collaboration. 

terms we provide trips with help from the 
North Kensington Community Champions 
(including Programme Manager Ewa 
Kasjanowicz).

The Kensington and Chelsea Foundation 
and Young K&C have also recognised us 
and helped us to provide a homework 
club, holistic well-being meditation, arts 
and crafts, sports, half term trips and trips 
to local parks. In the future we hope to 
work closely with third parties to explore 
more activities for the children, including 
football, swimming, cycling and canoeing. 
Our service runs from 3.30pm-6pm and 
1.30pm-6pm on Fridays and from 10am-
5pm during half terms (plus a breakfast 
club for parents who need it).

 
Q: How could the space underneath 

and around the Westway better support 
Rise Kids CIO?

Nicia: We are currently desperately 
in need of storage space and safe play 
spaces - indoor and outdoor. We support 
56 children, with about 25 kids attending 
each session. Finding suitable space is 
a struggle. Soon we are also going to be 
losing our long-term home at the Curve. 

In terms of play space we need 
cordoned play spaces that fulfil our 
safeguarding needs. Ideally there would 
also be some nearby storage space, as 
we have a lot of equipment for the kids 
that we are struggling to find space for 
and move around. It would be great if 
these could be provided as part of the 
Community Street Project. At the moment 
we are having to park-hop, which is not 
ideal as continuity would really benefit  
the children. 
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How did you come to know the 
Westway so well? What has changed?

I came to know the Westway as I gre up 
in the local area and through my community 
work as an Apprentice Sports coach with 
the Trust. The work of the Westway Trust 
through community sports work that I was 
involved in , and I now understand it from 
a local perspective and the needs of the 
community.

In terms of community access the 
Westway could be better. The Sports 
Centre used to have to give 10 hours to 
the community for free but things changed 
during the pandemic. Everyone Active is 
run for profit - I was their only well-being 
and development officer in the country. 
The community part of the sports centre 
has now fizzled out. We used to do holiday 
camps for £5-a-day, therefore encouraging 
local use. It now costs £20. There used to 
be women’s only groups for all kinds of 
activities… now there are none. 

What is the Westway lacking most?

Rentable spaces. We need more 
Bay20s around and along the Westway. 
There are some schemes to support 
charities, but not CICs. This means that the 
support is not really helping the grassroots 
initiatives in the area, and therefore not 

really helping the area 
directly. The spaces under 

the Westway should also be 
community-owned assets  (so 

that they can access and do positive 
initiatives for the community) rather 

than commercial spaces. There is always 
high demand for the pods, for workshops, 
office space, meeting rooms or material 
storage, could we have one long pod? 

Also I think it’s important, especially 
after talking to local people, to show the 
history of the local area through art along 
the Westway, this could be done through 
blank areas for street artists. 

Which spaces along the Westway do 
you use yourself?

 When I have my moments, no matter 
what time of the day it is I go and drive 
down to Maxilla to sit in Hope Gardens. I 
would make improvements to the majority 
of land under the Westway and I would 
avoid  touching the Wall of Truth. 

Having spaces that distract from 
the noise pollution of the flyover,  
like Hope Gardens or the Wildlife Gardens 
beside the Sports Centre is critical. These 
quiet spaces are especially important given 
the trauma of the area.

I think that being a part of the 
consultation process has allowed me to 
positively envision what the Westway could 
actually look like. 
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What do people think of when you 
say ‘The Westway’?

A lot of my friends from World’s End 
Estate (which is in the south of the borough) 
think of the Westway Sports Centre, 
because there were schemes that would 
take us from our estate to the sports centre. 
There also used to be a lot of services for 
Muslim women, like netball. I’ve never 
heard anyone talk about it as a motorway, 
I never actually knew the motorway was 
called the Westway.

How did you get involved in activism? 
Can you tell us about local organisations 
that have influenced you?

I have been involved with the the 
‘save the library’ campaign, Momentum 
K&C, the Network of Eritrean Women, 
opposing closure of local colleges and 
generally spreading the word on important 
community issues from Silchester Estate to 
bringing back the Stables. Supporting the 
Network of Eritrean Women (which is on 
Thorpe Close) also shaped me politically 
through helping Eritrean refugees. 

The Eritrean community here has some 
amazing activists, they support refugees 
as soon as they come here and look at 
changing legislation. 

This is a diverse community but I think 
everyone is an activist, or at least lots of 
people are. I met a lot of people doing 
activism at Silchester, through protesting 
against a regeneration scheme. Most of my 
friends do activism, even if they wouldn’t 
label themselves as ‘activists’, whether its 
working at a youth or community centre. 

The Oremi Centre is a black mental 
health centre - which I think is political 
activism because they are meeting the 
needs of Black, Afro-Caribbean, Arabic 
speaking people in this area with mental 
health issues. Working there gave me an 
insight into how underfunded mental health  
services for marginalised communities are, 
yet also how necessary and valuable these 
services are.

What spaces under the Westway did 
you first get to know?

I would hang outside the Sports Centre 
with friends. The sports centre is not cheap 
anymore though. There used to be a 
scheme where people from estates could 
access the sports centre for free or at a 
discounted price - can they donate some 
of their pitches for free to the community?

I would also visit the Village and after 
Grenfell we started doing care packages 
from Acklam Village... We would spend a 
lot of time there.

Now whenever I Iink up with my 
friends we meet by the Wall of Truth, 
because there is seating there, and its 
free and it is publicly accessible.. I was 
there when we started painting the 
Wall of Truth, but what was it before?  
I can’t even remember…The day after 
Grenfell I remember we started spray 

painting the wall and recounting our 
testimonies or writing messages to loved 
ones. The fact that people felt the need to 
graffiti shows that there is a need to display 
art and add colour to the Westway. Parts 
of the Westway outside of the Portobello 
area feel so neglected that it makes us feel 
like we are not worth being invested in. 
The living standards are very poor in this 
area, I know someone that cannot even fit 
their wheelchair inside their own flat. Then 
there is this area.. (Amal looks outside the 
window at Portobello Road).

I think it would be great if there was 
a simple, public infographic showing 
the land ownership under the Westway. 
It would help people understand who 
is responsible and accountable for land 
underneath the Westway. 

How do you think the canopy in 
Portobello could be put to better 
use? You’ve spent a lot of time asking 
people this question recently…  
it would be great to know what  
you think!

Ha ha.. It feels biased but I would 
love there to be dance classes under the 
canopy… especially afro beats! Maybe 
zumba, exercise classes, etc., too!
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We used to have an extensive 
volunteer programme with regular local, 
and occasionally corporate, groups. After 
the pandemic we are looking forward 
to starting it again and still have plenty 
of boots and tools for large groups. At 
the moment we are working with a local 
hospital’s mental health department and  
their patients.

One of our prime green spaces is The 
Wildlife Garden beside the roundabout. 
It is a little oasis here, not many people 
know about it. It was landscaped seven 
years ago and has since won awards in 
Brighter RBK&C competitions.As well as 
a native meadow, trees and plants, we 
have ponds, bog gardens, bug hotels, 
hedgehog houses and bee-hives. We 
made bug hotels and hedgehog houses 
with local children, and we are planning 
to move them along with the bee hives to 
a new location where it will become part 
of an educational programme. The Forest 
School is one of the most valuable areas 
of ecology in the Westway, and one of the 
least distrubed gardens in the wider area.

Sometimes it feels like we spend 
more time cleaning litter and fly tipping 
than gardening. All of the Westway Trust 
gardens are always open to the public  
apart from the small Honey Bee Meadow 
area behind the football ptiches which is 
just for wildlife.

The main challenge of planting under 
the flyover is the lack of soil, water and 
light- which are basic requirements for 
living vegetation.Gardening under the 
Westway is real London gardening.

‘We propa-
gate all our own plants 

for the Westway Trust’s green 
spaces so that they have adapted 

to cope with the harsh conditions 
surrounding the flyover. As part 
of our sustainability plans we 
produce our own peat free 
growing mendium , so the 
propogated plants are familiar 
from the start with the soil of  
the Westway. 

Recently in co-operation 
with a local charity we have  

planted a new orchard beside  
the tennis courts as a memorial 

for the victims of the  
Grenfell fire. There is  
a tree  for each floor  
of the tower, some 
are mulberry, medlar, 
bramley apples, pear 
or cherry trees. 
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Further good news is that separate to 
the Community Street fund, the Mayor 
has awarded a grant of £27,00 to Maxilla 
Green. The fund was created to improve 
green spaces through supporting their bio-
diversity and encouraging more planting in 
London. The Westway Trust gardening and 
landscaping team are looking forward to 
enhancing this park.  

Edible understory with raised planting beds 

Herb Spiral 

Community Orchard
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The first director of the Trust, 
Anthony Perry, was a film producer 
who had worked on the Beatles’ 
‘Yellow Submarine’. He concluded 
that developing the Westway land 
‘would call for qualities not unlike 
those needed for producing a film’, 
went for the job and got it. In his diary 
of the Trust’s first 5 years, ‘A Tale of 
Two Kensingtons’, he pondered:

 
‘What is the Amenity Trust? In the 

very simplest terms, it is a charity 
that has been set up to develop the 
23 acres of land under the elevated 
motorway in North Kensington in the 
interest of the community. No thought 
was given to the social implications for 
this working-class neighbourhood at 
the time the motorway was planned. 
The Trust was set up in response to 
the great energy and pressure of a 
small number of local people. The 
council wanted me to take an office 
at the Town Hall but it was essential I 
be on the spot so I occupied an empty 
house waiting for demolition, on the 
corner of Portobello and Acklam 
Road, and set up shop on May 28 

1971 with the help of Pat Smythe, a tough 
resourceful member of the management 
committee who had set up the first 
adventure playground in Telford Road. 3 
Acklam Road was one of a row of houses 
due to be demolished as being too close 
to the motorway. I subsequently got them 
reprieved and we did some repairs and 
re-wiring and gave rooms to local groups. 
Our office was the one overlooking the 
junction with Portobello Road.

‘At that time Portobello Green, as I 
named it, was completely fenced in with 
a high corrugated iron wall. It had been 
the site of the lorry ramp leading up to 
the motorway during its construction. I 
sold it to a scrap dealer on condition he 
removed it. I then declared it open to the 
public. Over the weeks that followed we 
slowly cleared it up with volunteer labour 
- not exactly volunteer, I paid them £1 an 
hour. We tarmacked the part immediately 
adjacent to Portobello Road and started 
a charity market, fencing it off from ‘the 
Green’ with telegraph poles. The London 
Brick Company gave us a lorry load of 
over-baked bricks and a Canadian student 
laid out an attractive sitting area. I had tree 

surgeons in to save the bedraggled trees 
bordering Cambridge Gardens. The thing 
to do was to get people to use the land 
and consider it theirs.’

 
The Westway Theatre at Portobello 

Green was duly established by the White 
Panthers - a much less serious version of 
the Angry Brigade, founded by Mick Farren 
of International Times and the Deviants. 
They were meant to be showing solidarity 
with the Black Panthers, with Farren and 
the Pink Fairies acting as London’s answer 
to Detroit’s John Sinclair and the MC5. The 
west London White Panthers also had a 
free food stall under the Westway on the 
site of the Portobello Green arcade.
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Memorial Plaque 
on the site of Kelso Cochrane’s 
murder in 1959

Adventure 
Playground

Jukebox 
Studios

Rock On Records

Acklam Studios

Westbourne Studios - 
Portobello Film Festival

Acklam Hall

Westway 
Theatre

Better Badges

Honest Jons 
Records

Dub Vendor

Ladbroke Grove 
Station

Westbourne 
Park Station

Lancaster Youth Centre

Island Studios / SPZ Group/
Basing Street Studios

All Saints Hall
The Tabernacle

Rough Trade

People’s Sound Records

The Mangrove

El Rio Cafe

Golborne Youth Centre

Yaa Centre

THE WESTWAY
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Before the Westway construction work 
began in 1966, the site on the south side 
of Acklam Road hosted the London Free 
School adventure playground. This hippy 
community action project was inaugurated 
with an auto-destructive art performance 
by Gustav Metzger, consisting of a pile of 
rubbish that was set alight by local children. 
The Westway site was called ‘the dark 
side of the moon’ by Emily Young (of Pink 
Floyd’s ‘See Emily Play’ fame) in Jonathon 
Green’s ‘Days in the Life’ book: 

“They were starting to build the 
motorway and they’d knocked down this run 
of houses. It was the dark side of the moon, 
the other side of wonderful Britain. It was 
the Martian wasteland. There were dead 
donkeys lying around, and dead people, 
a dead baby one time, a very weird place, 
desolation. And we’d have happenings; 
huge bonfires and musicians would come 
and Dave Tomlin played the saxophone 
and wrote poems and we’d take a lot  
of acid.” 

© Adam Ritchie Photography

Ian Coates
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The Free School adventure playground 
was founded by Adam Ritchie, a local 
activist and photographer. He had been 
in New York at the time of the community 
action in Tompkins Square that saved a 
play area from redevelopment. On the 
site of the Westway, he recalls ‘complex, 
wonderful structures’ being created by the 
local children, after he left out a hammer, 
saw and nails for them to use. In ‘The Politics 
of Community Action’, Jan O’Malley talks 
about the playground, and describes how 
‘Steps were built down from the road to 
give children access and rough structures 
and swings were knocked together.’ 

The Playspace Group was renamed 
the Motorway Development Trust in late 
1968. Their plan  was to create: “a kind of 
community strip, a bustling social market 
place, complementing the commercial 
activity of Portobello Road.” The proposed 

amenities for the Acklam Road bays were a 
public laundry, café, health centre, nursery 
school, pre-school playgroup, sport area 
and adventure playground. 

After the Motorway Development Trust 
established the first adventure playground 
under the flyover on St Mark’s Road, the 
Acklam Road Adventure Playground was 
opened (with the assistance of the Westway 
contractors Laing Construction) in 1969; 
located 6 bays east of Portobello Road, 
it was established the following year as a 
permanent playground with a hut. 

© Adam Ritchie Photography

Ian Coates

Ian Coates
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How has the local area or your community influenced 
your work?

 I grew up in a household where I was encouraged to 
be creative, whether it be repainting and upcycling an old 

table, customising our clothes, 
or creating our own Christmas 
decorations – we love making! 
It is these things that gave 
me the passion to create and 
express myself through art. 
Thank you Muma!

Have you particularly liked 
any local street art? If so, where?

I enjoy the street art I see in the 
local area, especially the art on shop 

shutters and in the skate park near 
Westbourne grove – including the 

art done by skaters on their boards!

What is the story behind the 
characters in your work? Do you 

imagine them in a real context, or an 
imaginary one?

My art focuses on facial expressions, emotions and 
feelings. The characters I create come from my imagination 
- they all have their own names and stories and showcase 
different emotions! Often, I make characters that reflect 
different themes or holidays. While they are imaginary, I 
envision them coming to life one day (soon)! 

Could you imagine your characters living on the 
walls under the Westway? Where exactly would they 
be best suited too?

Currently my characters live permanently on the wall of 
my garden – the JK garden gallery. I also go to Waterloo 
Leake Street (Graffiti Tunnel) often where it is legal to spray 
paint. However, these get covered pretty quickly by other 
artists who like to enjoy the space too (it’s all a part of 
the game)! So, under the Westway, in my local area would 
make a great (hopefully permanent) home for them too.

What artists do you look up to? Are any of your 
inspirations local?

My inspiration originally came from illustrations in books 
such as comic books and The Mr Men (Roger Hargreaves). 
I also get inspiration from animation movies, artists who 
have supported me on my journey such as Pins and Dreph, 
and artists I follow online such as Vexx and Kaw.

Where would be your dream location for your work? 
(Anywhere, not just under the Westway!)

Both New York and Berlin—both famous for their art 
and street art culture!

Where is your favourite place to hang out in west?
I like to visit the parks in West London and spend  

time in Westfield.
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Jadorekid (JK) is a multi-disciplinary  
artist, while his talents stretch far and 
wide ranging from music producer to 
script writer to voice actor, he is widely 
recognised for being a cartoonist, graffiti 
artist and digital designer. JK’s work uses 
facial expressions to place emphasis on 
emotions and feelings, and has resulted in 
the development of his own characters – 
The Jadoodles. These come in all shapes 
and sizes, showcasing expression, emotion 
and feeling– reminding us to make time for 
them all!

At just 16 years old, JK’s work has 
held residency in the Victoria Library, the 
SAATCHI Gallery as well as decorating the 
spaces of his home, which he calls the JK 

Gallery.Additionally, he is currently working 
with the Serpentine Gallery as a member 
of the Serpentine Studios youth collective.

In the autumn of 2021, JK was lauded 
for his response to the Serpentine Gallery’s 
James Barnor: retrospective exhibition, 
which was exhibited at the Serpentine 
Pavilion at an event produced by JK and his 
collective. This included colouring books 
and a live art performance witnessed by 
the man James Barnor himself!

In late 2021, JK independently 
designed, published and sold his own 
Christmas colouring book and prints - 
ending the year with a bang!

Continue to follow his journey 
on his IG and check out his website 
www.JKcartoonstudios.com
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Table 1

Community Support Groups

1 Dadihiye Somali Development Organisation

2 Midaye

3 Pepper Pot Centre

4 Action Disability Kensington & Chelsea

5 Full of Life

6 Learning Disability Community Team

7 Social Services Physical Disability Team 

8 St Quintin Centre for Disabled Children

9 Community Mental Health Team

10 C N W L Mental Health Clinic

11 Kensington & Chelsea Mind Head Office and Mind Centre

12 The Richmond Fellowship For Community Mental Health

13 NHS Community Living Well

14 Parkside Clinic

15 The Grove Resource Centre

16 The Oremi Centre - Hestia

17 The Second Half Foundation

18 Age UK Kensington & Chelsea

19 Asian Muslim Women Association

20 Chamberlain House

21 Octavia Kensington Day Centre

22 Al-Hasaniya Moroccan Women's Centre

23 Eritrean Cultural & Civic Center

24 Ethiopian Women’s Empowerment Group

25 Hear Women Foundation

26 WAND

27 Ukrainian Social Club

28 Make Communities Work and Grow

29 Nova New Opportunities

30 Westway Community Transport

31 St Antonio Eritrean refugee women's group

32 Pimento Community Project

33 Women's Association for African Networking

Local Arts and Music

1 London Notting Hill Carnival Enterprises Trust

2 The Flyover

3 Art Gallery

4 Ebony Steelband Trust

5 The Tabernacle

6 Metronomes Steel Orchestra

7 Carnival Village Trust

8 Urban Eye

9 Abundance Arts

10 The Muse gallery and studios

11 SPID Theatre

12 Portobello Dance

13 The Playground Theatre, Cafe and Bar
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14 Tip Top Dance School

15 Crows Nest Gallery

16 Serena Morton Gallery

17 East West Gallery

18 Graffik Gallery London

19 Gate Theatre

20 240 Project

Youth Organisations

1 Acava Maxilla Walk Studios

2 Baraka Youth Association

3 Harrow Club

4 Maxilla Children's Centre

5 St Marks Care Leavers Resource

6 Maxilla City CIC

7 Henry Dickens Court Community Centre

8 KOTG - Kids On The Green CIC

9 Youth Offending Team

10 Lancaster Youth Centre

11 Golborne Centre

12 Canalside Activity Centre

13 Rugby Portobello Trust

Open Spaces

1 Dalgarno Gardens

2 Avondale Park

3 Emslie Horniman Community Garden

4 Emslie Horniman's Pleasance Park

5 Powis Square

6 Sunbeam Park

7 Tavistock Gardens

Facilities

1 Westway Sports & Fitness Centre

2 Kensington Leisure Centre

3 Silchester Sports Ground

4 Kids Playground

5 Bay20 Community Centre

6 Meanwhile Gardens Playhut

7 Meanwhile Gardens Mind

8 Meanwhile Gardens Skate Park

9 The Rhythm Studio

10 Capoeira Canal

11 Dale Youth Boxing Club 

12 The Curve Community Centre

Community Groups

1 Al Manaar | The Muslim Cultural Heritage Centre

2 Latymer Christian Centre

Community Support Groups

2
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We are creating a comprehensive directory of all local businesses - especially 
those under the Westway. 

Please get in touch if you haven’t already spoken to us!

www.communitystreet.org 
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3 Tabernacle Christian Centre

4 Notting Hill Methodist Church

5 Children and parents carnival association

Community Support Groups

3
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What play equipment would be bet-
ter suited to the playground?

1. How Could Conker Tree Play 
Area Be Improved?

Do you go to Conker Tree after school 
or on the weekend ?

What activities would you like to 
take place at Conker Tree?

Robert Bray Associates, Bridget 
Joyce Square
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DRAFT1. Co-ordinates, levels, dimensions and discrepancies 

to be reported to the architect immediately.

2. This drawing is to be read in conjunction with all 

other Engineers' drawings, details and specification.

3. For site information and dimensions please refer to 

commissioned measured survey.

4. All drawings to be read in conjunction with 

architectural specification.

5. Do not scale from these drawings. Use figured 

dimensions only. All dimensions in mm.

6. Definition of legal title and boundaries is outside of 

the architects scope and any line would need to be reviewed 

and confirmed by client.
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OPTION 1

1. Women’s WC
2. Accessible WC
3. Storage
4. Market Trader Area
5. Men’s WC

PROS
- Retain complete mural

CONS
- Shared entrance for market  
traders and male WCs 

OPTION 2

1. Women’s WC
2. Accessible WC
3. Storage
4. Market Trader Area
5. Men’s WC

PROS
- Separate entrances 

CONS
- Entire mural will be removed  
to allow market trader area door 

The Revolution Will Be Ceramicised 
This mural was made in 2009 as part of Mutate 

Britain’s ‘One Foot in the Grove’ arts festival. It was 
made in collaboration with The Treatment Rooms 
collective and members of the local community.

2. We are pleased to announce that the 
Acklam Toilets will be refurbished as 
part of the Community Street project. 

We will take a light-touch approach  
to the works, below are the two options  
for the WCs. 

One proposes retaining the whole  mural and 
another proposes placing a door within the 
mural. We need your help to decide which 
option is best. 

Check out page 31 to see how to send us your feedback
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Do you go to Conker Tree after school or on the 
weekend ?

Keep the mural

Tradespeople

Artist

Writer

Remove the mural

Other

Other comments:

What play equipment would be better suited to the play-
ground?

Hand in this page to the Westway Trust Offices Reception desk at 1 Thorpe Close, W10 5XL 9am- 6pm 
or visit the website www.communitystreet.org

What activities would you like to take place at Conker 
Tree?

Please tell us about your skills:




